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INTERLEUKIN-18 IN 
KIDNEY DISEASE

• Previous studies have shown knocking out IL-18 
in pre-clinical models can attenuate CKD

Thomas et al., Hypertension (2021)
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INTERLEUKIN-18 IN 
KIDNEY DISEASE

• Previous studies have shown knocking out IL-18 
in pre-clinical models can attenuate CKD

Thomas et al., Hypertension (2021)

Human IL-37 overexpression will decrease 
pro-inflammatory gene expression in two 

models of kidney disease. 
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IL-37 IS EXPRESSED IN KIDNEYS OF IL-37TG 
MICE
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IL-37 DOWNREGULATES PRO-IL-18 GENE 
EXPRESSION IN DOCA MODEL
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IL-37 DOWNREGULATES IL-18 GENE 
EXPRESSION BUT NOT DOWNSTREAM TARGETS 
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IL-37 DOES NOT PROTECT KIDNEY FROM 
STRUCTURAL DAMAGE
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IL-37 DOES NOT PREVENT KIDNEY FIBROSIS 
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DOCA MODEL DOES NOT IMPACT CREATININE 
LEVELS
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IL-37 does not provide protection against 
increases in IL-18 signalling in two models 

of kidney disease 
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